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the governing head of Christendom. He rules alike the
monastic world, in all the multiplying and more severe
convents which were springing up in every part of
Europe, the councils of temporal sovereigns, and the
intellectual developments of the age. He is peopling
all these convents with thousands of ardent votaries of
every rank and order; he heals the schism in the
Papacy; he preaches a new crusade, in which a King
and an Emperor lead the armies of the Cross; he is
believed by an admiring age to have confuted Aboard
himself, and to have repressed the more dangerous
doctrines of Arnold of Brescia. His almost worshipping
admirers adorn his life with countless miracles; pos-
terity must admit the almost miraculous power with
which he was endowed of guiding the minds of men iu
passive obedience. The happy congeniality of his
character, opinions, eloquence, piety, with all the
stronger sentiments and passions of the time, will
account in great part for his ascendancy; but the man
must have been blessed with an amazing native power
and greatness, which alone could raise him so high
above a world actuated by the same influences.

Bernard did not originate this new outburst of monas-
ticism, which had already made great progress in Ger-
many, and was growing to its height in parts of Prance.
He was a dutiful son rather than one of the parents of
that great Cistercian order, which was now commencing
its career in all its more attractive seclusion from the
world, and its more than primitive austerity of disci-
pline; which in a short time became famous, and
through its fame covered France, parts of England, and
some other countries, with new monasteries under a
more rigorous rule, and compelled some of the old insti-
tutions to submit to a harsher discipline. These founda*